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At Loyola Marymount University in L.A.,
Andrea continued with her ballet training,
but the program emphasized modern dance.
Then, in the spring of 2006 (her freshman
year), she got the opportunity to audition
for NWDP’s affiliated summer training-
and-audition project, now called LAUNCH.
She didn’t get in. She says she wasn’t 
familiar enough with contemporary ballet
yet and she didn’t perform her best because
she felt intimidated. However, she became
determined to eventually make it.

In the summer of 2007, Andrea enrolled
in San Francisco Conservatory of Dance to
learn more about contemporary ballet. For
the next year, she also attended extra ballet
classes and met often with her professors
to discuss how she could improve. Later
that year, her audition was successful.

During her first summer at NWDP, 
Andrea danced a solo in Not Yet by Cayetano
Soto and in Inner Shore by Luca Veggetti—
the newly appointed resident artistic direc-
tor of Morphoses for the 2011–12 season.

From them she learned you must set aside
your own ideas of a choreographer’s work,
to be open and “to be fearless.”

These days, NWDP is Andrea’s second
home. “It’s another family,” she says. “I
feel like a worker. I love it.” As part of
NWDP, Andrea rehearses six days a week
and teaches. Through NWDP and LAUNCH
she has worked with renowned choreog-
raphers and directors including Andrea
Miller, Aszure Barton, James Canfield,
Benoit-Swan Pouffer and many more.

Company dancer Patrick Kilbane says
Andrea leads by example. “She challenges
all of us,” he says. “There’s an innate focus
to her work which forces us to rise to that
level of commitment.”

Andrea has the same praise for her col-
leagues. “Everyone at NWDP is young, 
vibrant and emerging,” Andrea says. “Sarah
Slipper often brings in choreographers who
don’t usually work on the West Coast or
even in the US. I’m so thankful for that. It’s
an education as much as it is a job.” 

Now, Andrea’s even getting her own op-
portunities to choreograph, under the guid-
ance of Slipper and others. As a fledgling
dance creator, she already has mantras: “First
research and improv. Be patient and let things
unfold naturally,” she says. “Andrea Miller
told me: ‘Just try anything, even if you have
doubts.’ ”

On top of making her own dances, 
Andrea would also eventually like to work
in Europe, with Rachel Tess of Rumpus
Room Dance and again with Andrea Miller
of Gallim Dance. But for now, she’s happy
to take on all she can from the studios of
NWDP’s home in Portland, OR. 

After the 2010 Princess Grace Award 
ceremony, Andrea reflected: “The entire night
and celebration have been so inspiring to
me,“ she says. “I feel I’m at the beginning of
a journey in which there are no limits.”
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Austin Buchholtz teaches American style ballroom and Latin
dance, and enjoys watching all forms. He covers dance
from Portland, OR.

FAST FACTS
BIRTHDAY: March 11,1987
FAVORITE FOOD: Almond butter
DREAM VACATION SPOT: Islands of the South Pacific
FAVORITE PLACE TO TOUR TO: Germany
IF I WERE NOT A DANCER... “I’d do post-graduate service, travel, live in 

a different part of the world, teach,work with kids.”
MOST-PLAYED SONG ON HER iPOD: “Silent Shout”by The Knife 
FAVORITE DESSERT: Cheesecake
GUILTY PLEASURE: “Spending extra time preparing home-cooked meals

like sourdough sweet potato pancakes.”
FAVORITE MOVIE: Sixteen Candles
FAVORITE CHOREOGRAPHER: Andrea Miller,artistic director of Gallim Dance 
ADVICE FOR DANCE SPIRIT READERS: “Don’t set limits for yourself. Just go for it.

Stand in front in class—get up there even if you’re scared. It’s OK to
feel uncomfortable.”

NWDP 
DANCER 

SAMANTHA
CAMPBELL ON

ANDREA’S 
COMMITMENT:

“You know 

she’s in it from

beginning 

to end.”

ANDREA PARSON ON HER 
2010 PRINCESS GRACE AWARD NIGHT:

“The gala was incredible—one of the best nights 

of my life!” Actor Denzel Washington said 

something that Andrea says will stick with her: 

“It’s not how much you have, but what 

you do with what you have.”

“One of my favorite parts of the evening was 

walking the red carpet outside of the event.

For a moment, I felt like I was at the Oscars 

or the Grammys.”

(Right) 2010 Princess Grace
awardees with HRH the 

Princess of Hanover (center)
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