
Ibsen’s iconic play 
dances to life



HONORING NATIVE PEOPLES + LANDS
NW Dance Project offers this land acknowledgment with gratitude, appreciation, and respect to those 
who lived upon and stewarded this precious land before colonization. 

The Portland metropolitan area, originally known as the Wapato Valley, rests on the unceded land and 
village sites of numerous indigenous tribes including Multnomah, Wasco, Cowlitz, Kathlamet, Clackamas, 
Chinook, Tualatin, Kalapuya, Molalla, and many other peoples who lived and made their homes along the 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers.

We recognize that this land was unjustly taken from these tribes and we take this opportunity to thank 
the original caretakers of this land.

We wish to recognize and honor the present-day federally recognized tribes of this area: Grande Ronde, 
Siletz, and Cowlitz; as well as Chinook Nation, whose federal recognition is long overdue.

Our debt to these honored peoples as well as their descendants is abundant, present, and everlasting.

WE CANNOT DO
THIS WITHOUT YOU
Please SUPPORT NW Dance Project with 
your year-end tax-deductible donation.

As a registered non-profit charity, we rely 
on the generous support of our patrons and 
community members to continue making 
art, providing accessible and inclusive dance 
training for all, and sharing the joys of dance 
with our entire community through our 
outreach and engagement programs.

YOU enable and strengthen our drive, our 
dedication, our service, our work, our art.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT!

Donations are fully tax-deductible and qualify 
for Oregon’s unique Cultural Trust state tax 
credit.

nwdanceproject.org/support



PRESENTS

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Sarah Slipper

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Scott Lewis

The use of photography or other recording is prohibited. Please silence your cell phones.
PLEASE NOTE: Food, cameras, and recording devices are not permitted in the theatre.

Smoking is not permitted in the theatre or in the building.

MAR 28 + 29 / 2025
Newmark Theatre

HEDDA

COMPANY DANCERS

Samantha Aymong
Armando Brydson

Gabriel Canepa
Beatriz García Díaz

Ingrid Ferdinand
Anthony Milian

Alejandra Preciado
Mateo Vidals

REHEARSAL ASSISTANT
Quincie Bean

MAJOR SUPPORT PROVIDED BY



Sarah Slipper was born and raised in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, and received her professional training at 
the Royal Ballet School in London, England and the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet School. In 1980, she made her 
professional debut with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet as 
a corps de ballet member, and became one of the 
company’s leading dramatic ballerinas. Ms. Slipper 
worked closely with many internationally renowned 

directors, choreographers and teachers, including Arnold Spohr, Rudi van Dantzig, Hans van Manen, Jirí Kylián, Agnes 
de Mille, Galina Yordanova, and Alla Savchenko. Ms. Slipper was noted for her classical line and dramatic abilities, 
dancing the principal roles in classical ballets such as Swan Lake, Les Sylphides, Giselle, and The Nutcracker. In addition to 
the classical repertoire, she received worldwide acclaim for her performances of contemporary ballets, most notably 
Nobert Vesak’s The Ecstasy of Rita Joe and the award winning Belong pas de deux.

After Ms. Slipper left the stage, she continued her passion for music and drama, studying theatre at the honours level 
at the University of Winnipeg, and in Oxford, England. During the 1996/97 season, she served as ballet mistress of 
Alberta Ballet, and from 1997/99 as ballet mistress of Oregon Ballet Theatre. Ms. Slipper’s command of classical and 
contemporary styles is demonstrated in her active role of teaching and coaching younger dancers. As a guest master 
teacher, Ms. Slipper has worked with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Washington Ballet, Ballet Austin, Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago, The Jefferson Dancers and the Dance Departments of the University of Utah, Cornish College of 
the Arts, and the University of Iowa.

An award-winning independent choreographer, Ms. Slipper is presently based in Portland, Oregon, creating dance 
worldwide. She has worked with prominent dance companies including the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, 
Oregon Ballet Theatre, Nashville Ballet, Washington Ballet, Ballet Jorgen, Louisville Ballet, Fugate/Bahiri BalletNY, 
Alberta Ballet, Ballet Pacifica, Cornish Dance Theater, NW Dance Project and The Jefferson Dancers. She was 
awarded the Grand Prize for Choreography at the International Choreographic Competition Saint Sauveur 2000 
for her ballet Shattered Night, which was created on the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. During her choreographic residency 
at Festival des Arts in Quebec, Canada, her ballet A River In A Dry Land, was described by the Montreal Gazette as 
“one of the finest choreographies produced in residency.” Ms. Slipper’s works have been described as “absolutely 
remarkable … grippingly pits breezy romanticism against a sinister undercurrent.” (The Oregonian) and “… a complete, 
enclosed world, a somber yet hopeful winter landscape across which the three couples thread in a long, smoothly 
unfolding skein of dance.” (The New York Times)

A Fine Balance, her pas de deux created during the first year of NW Dance Project, was a finalist for the prestigious 
Benois de la Danse award in 2006 and was performed at the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow as part of the award’s gala 
celebration.

Ms. Slipper has created over 50 ballets to date and is currently working on several new creations while serving as 
the Artistic Director of NW Dance Project.

ar tistic director/
choreographer

SARAH 
SLIPPER



QUINCIE 
BEAN

rehearsal assistant 
Quincie Bean was raised in Utah and began dancing at the young age of three. 
She completed her pre-professional training at Provo Civic Ballet before 
relocating to Santa Fe to join Modas Dance’s year-round program under the 
direction of Layla Amis. In Santa Fe, she danced works by Robert Moses and Gail 
Gilbert. Her next move took her to Chicago where she danced for Cocodaco 
Dance Project, NOW Dance Project, and Cerqua Rivera Dance Theatre. Quincie 
later collaborated on projects for LED and Project Flux, both in Boise. Notable 
performances include Treefort Music Festival, Festival Prisma Danza, and Dance 
for Life in Chicago. She has performed works by Lauren Edson, David Maurice, 
Alex Ketley, and Garrett Smith, among others. Since joining NW Dance Project 
in 2021 she has danced works by Ihsan Rustem, Joseph Hernandez, Sarah Slipper, 
Caroline Finn, Yin Yue, and Bryan Arias, among others. This is Quincie’s first 
season as the newly appointed Rehearsal Assistant.



company
SAMANTHA AYMONG grew up in Vancouver, 
Canada, and star ted dancing at the age of six. She completed her training with Arts 
Umbrella Dance Company, where she worked with choreographers such as Crystal Pite, 
Sidra Bell, and Marco Goecke. She also trained under Tom Weinberger at the NuovaX 
training program in Torino, Italy. Before joining NW Dance Project, Samantha worked 
for Bodytraffic in Los Angeles and worked with Ballet BC. Throughout her career, 
she had opportunities to collaborate with many world-renowned choreographers, 
including Fernando Melo, Roni Chadash, and Bryan Arias. Samantha is very happy to 
be joining Northwest Dance Project for the 2024-25 season.

ARMANDO BRYDSON, born in Camagüey, 
Cuba, studied at the Vicentina de la Torre Academy of Arts. He danced with Endedans 
Contemporary Ballet before joining Lizt Alfonso Dance Cuba in 2017-2018 and later 
Malpaso Dance Company. Throughout his career, he has worked with choreographers, 
including Maura Morales, Jens Bjerregaard, Pedro Ruiz, and Elizabeth Roxas-Dobrish. 
He has performed pieces by Osnel Delgado, Beatriz García, Aszure Barton, Robyn 
Mineko Williams, Flock, Iratxe Ansa & Igor Bacovich, and Ohad Naharin. He has also 
performed works by Ronald K. Brown and Merce Cunningham.  Armando participated 
in the XXVII International Ballet Festival of Miami by presenting an original work of 
his own creation. He performed as a guest ar tist with Cuban Classical Ballet of Miami 
and Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami.  Additionally, he created a work for Santa 
Fe College and served as the choreographic assistant in the creation of “En camino” 
for Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami.  Armando joined NW Dance Project in 2023.

GABRIEL CANEPA was born in Houston, Texas, 
he graduated from Kinder High School for the Performing and Visual Arts before 
attending the Juilliard School where he performed works by Tiler Peck, Ohad Naharin, 
Rena Butler, and Jawole Willa Jo Zollar. As part of Peridance Contemporary Dance 
Company’s 40th Anniversary Season, Gabe danced in works by Igal Perry, Robert 
Battle, Ohad Naharin, Johannes Wieland, and Jessica Lang. While with Visceral Dance 
Chicago, he performed 18+1 by Gustavo Ramírez Sansano, as well as the Chicago 
return of the choreographer’s CARMEN.maquia at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Chicago. Gabe is thrilled to now be dancing with NW Dance Project.



BEATRIZ GARCÍA DÍAZ Beatriz García 
Díaz, born in Havana, Cuba, graduated from the National Ballet School and the 
University of Arts of Cuba. She began her career with Danza Teatro Retazos Company 
before joining Malpaso Dance Company in 2014. She  worked on multiple pieces 
created by ar tistic director and choreographer, Osnel Delgado and has worked with 
the choreographers Trey McIntyre, Aszure Barton, Sonya Tayeh,  Robyn M. Williams, 
Flock, Iratxe Ansa & Igor Bacovich, and Ohad Naharin. Beatríz has also performed 
with Cuban Classical Ballet of Miami and Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami. Beatriz 
has created her own choreographic works for Acosta Danza and Malpaso Dance 
Company. She was invited to participate in the II Meeting of Young Choreographers in 
Cali, Colombia and participated in the XXVII International Ballet Festival of Miami by 
presenting an original work of her own creation. In addition to this, she  has created 
work for Santa Fe College and for Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami. Beatriz joined 
NW Dance Project in 2023.

INGRID FERDINAND, a Chicago native, began 
her dance journey at the Academy of Movement and Music under the guidance of 
Stephanie Clemens. Subsequently, she went on to train at The Chicago Academy for 
the Arts and Marymount Manhattan College. In 2018, she became part of Hubbard 
Street Dance Chicago’s “HSPro” under the mentorship of Alexandra Wells. Here, 
Ingrid performed works by Rena Butler, Florian Lochner, Peter Chu, Robyn Mineko 
Williams,  Adam Barruch, Jenna Pollock, and David Norsworthy. Post-training, Ingrid 
contributed to the creation and performance of “delirium (honesty)” by House of 
DOV at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago, collaborated with Thodos and Danceworks 
Chicago, as well as played a foundational role in the establishment of Little Fire Artist 
Collective. Following the pandemic, Ingrid joined NW Dance Project, where she 
danced in works by Sarah Slipper, Ihsan Rustem, Joseph Hernandez, Yin Yue, Caroline 
Finn, Bryan Arias, Nicole Von Arx, Gustavo Ramírez Sansano, Serge Bennathan, and 
Andrea Parson.  Additionally, Ingrid has had the privilege of premiering some of her 
own choreography on the company. 

ANTHONY MILIAN , from Ann Arbor, Michigan 
holds a BFA in Dance with Honors Research Distinction from The Ohio State 
University and a Master’s Degree in Movement Science, specializing in Biomechanics 
and Reproductive Physiology, from the University of Michigan, where he received a full 
Merit Fellowship. Upon undergraduate graduation, Anthony completed the Hubbard 
Street Professional program and was selected to apprentice for Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago’s main company performing repertory by Rena Butler, Alejandro 
Cerrudo, Ohad Naharin, and Crystal Pite, among others. In 2022, Anthony performed 
at the Venice Biennale Festival with Studio Wayne McGregor performing works by 
Merce Cunningham, Edit Domoszlai, and Saburo Teshigawara. While being offered 
admittance to complete a Ph.D in Biokinesiology on a fully funded research and 
teaching assistantship at the University of Southern California, Anthony declined the 
offer to pursue his dancing career at NW Dance Project. Since joining the company, 
Anthony has performed original roles in new works by Sarah Slipper, Luca Veggetti, 
Ihsan Rustem, Yin Yue, Caroline Finn, Bryan Arias, and Serge Bennathan.



ALEJANDRA PRECIADO is from 
Panama City, Panama, where she started dancing at three years old.  After her family 
relocated to Salt Lake City, Utah, she continued her training until finishing her high 
school dance education at Ballet West Academy. Ale attended the Alonzo King LINES 
Ballet B.F.A. Program at Dominican University. During her time there, she studied ballet, 
contemporary, modern, and the GYROTONIC® method. After graduating college 
in 2019, she began freelancing in San Francisco with multiple organizations such as 
SFDANCEWORKS. In 2021 Ale joined NW Dance Project as a company artist where 
she has performed original roles in new works by Sarah Slipper, Ihsan Rustem, Yin Yue, 
Joseph Hernandez, Caroline Finn, Bryan Arias, and others. In her time at NW Dance 
Project, Ale has also taught at their intensives and school. She is eager and passionate to 
share her experiences with the next generation.

MATEO VIDALS grew up in Brooklyn, New York, and 
began dancing at the age of six under the direction of Shannon Hummel, Artistic Director 
of Cora Dance. After years of enjoying dance recreationally, Mateo decided to invest 
himself more seriously, attending Fort Hamilton High School as a Dance Major and later 
enrolling at SUNY Purchase as a Dance Major in 2020. Mateo has worked alongside 
widely recognized choreographers such as Andrea Miller, Norbert De La Cruz, Doug 
Varone, Gregory Dolbashian, Greg Lau, Earl Mosley, Darrell Moultrie, Jie-hung Connie, Jesse 
Obremski, and Antonio Brown. He has trained at several institutions such as Cora Dance, 
Paul Taylor American Modern Dance, and The Joffrey Ballet Academy. Mateo graduated 
from SUNY Purchase in 2024 with a BFA in dance performance and composition.

EVERYBODY AND EVERY BODY CAN DANCE

ADULT DANCE CLASSES
FOR ALL LEVELS

JUMPSTART YOUR DANCE 
PRACTICE IN A

JUDGMENT FREE ZONE
Drop in any time or SAVE 20% per class 

with a 10-class card

Absolute Beginner to Advanced/Pro

INFO + REGISTER 503.421.7434  |  nwdanceproject.org
NW Dance Project is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization

https://nwdanceproject.org/education/adult-dance


PATRON 
$10,000+
Anonymous
Craig Aalseth
City of Portland Office of 

Arts & Culture and the Arts 
Access Fund

Marilyn Crilley & George 
Rowbottom

Ronni S. Lacroute Fund 
of Oregon Community 
Foundation

James F. & Marion L. Miller 
Foundation

Martin Christoph Müller
Regional Arts and Culture 

Council
The Shubert Foundation

BENEFACTOR 
$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Mr. Paul T. Jones & 
	 Dr. Charles A. Murphy
Scott Lewis
Brad & Nancy Miller
Oregon Metro
Richard Schmitz
Amy Scott & Stephen Alley
Sarah Slipper
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust

CHAMPION 
$2,500-$4,999
Erath Winery
Fortis Construction, Inc.
Grainger, Inc.
Roy Hemmingway
Patti Koehler & Kate Krider

Gary Leavitt
John Light
National Endowment 
	 for the Arts
Jeff Olsen & 
	 Michelle Fennimore
Oregon Arts Commission
Jaymi & Francis Sladen
Al Solheim
Don Vallaster
Ronald Whittier Family 

Foundation
 Katharine Zeller & David Hill

PRODUCER 
$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
An Anonymous Fund of 

Oregon Community 
Foundation

Abby & Marvin Dawson
Jeanne I. Arbow Fund of 

Oregon Community 
Foundation

Ellen Bar
Anna Bar
Botanica Floral Design
Gwen Bowers
Anthony C. Brant
Dougall Conradie LLC
Andrew Ferroggiaro
Charles & Kyle Fuchs
Janie Goldenberg & 
	 Steve Albert
Intel Corporation
Jyoti Kenney
Steven Mayhew
Mary Naman
Steven C. Neighorn
Dean Richardson
Louise Roman & Will Bruder

NW Dance Project thanks the following individuals, 
foundations, corporations, and government agencies for 
their generous support. This listing reflects gifts received 
from March 21, 2024 through March 20, 2025. If you 
have a correction or concern concerning this listing, 
or want to become included on the list, please contact 
Executive Director Scott Lewis at 503.756.1912 or info@
nwdanceproject.org.

THANK YOU!



David & Alice Sheiko
Barbara & David Slader
Mike & Judy Stoner
Sean Sweat & Chelsea Smith
George & Nancy Thorn

DIRECTOR 
$500-$999
Grant Armbruster
Mary & Jason Aufdemberg
Sheri Boone
Vaunda Carter
Tommy & Alyssa Harden
Frank Hilton & Davey Coogan
Norm Kalbfleisch & 
	 Neil Matteucci
James Kalvelage & 
	 Barbara Lamack
John & Linda Koser
Dick & Carole Lewis
LS Power
Lynda Meeder
Thomas & Liesl Nebel
Oregon Jewish Community 

Foundation
Lesley Otto & Alex Nicoloff
Ihsan Rustem
Michiko Slick
Kelly Williamson & Paul Kinley
Bill & Marsha Zimmer

PARTNER 
$250-$499
Faith Baynes
Mary Carr
Ralph Davis
Dana Gardner
Ann Garrett & Tom Gerharter
Paul Gehlar
Valarie Grudier & 
	 Richard Langdon
Chris Gullion
Brooke Harrison
Katie Holliday & 
	 Brandon Nikola
Ava & Charlie Hoover
Jan Johanns
Bob & Debbie Lewis
Kevin Loftus
Tina & Bill McBride
Blythe Olson
Laura Lee Phillips
Carolyn & Harold Robb
Kathy Young

FRIEND 
$100-$249
Phillip Baca
Xiao Bian
Rodney Birney & 
	 Suzanna Nadler
Kari Briggs
Julie Chapman
Katrina Cleburn & Timm Baars
Joseph Davids
Sharon & Pat Dennis
Elizabeth Donley
Robert Eller
Katie Fry & Erik Bernhardt
Wallace Gibson
Patricia & Paul Haddeland
Patti Harrison
Douglas Hinz
Sandra Holmes
Anne Holmes
Ritsu Itoi
Kate Lopresti
Henry Louderbough
James Maertin
Jen Mashburn
Marcie McKenna
Oregon Arts Watch
Hunter Noack
Bonnie & Bob Olds
Maurice Milleur Gallery
Doug Peterson
Ed Reid
Robert Rothery
Ken Rumbaugh
Ruth Spetter
Michael & Sydney Stocks
Vy Ta
Mary Vander Linden
Pat & Norma Weathersby
Richard Winkel
Robert J. Woods
Laura Wozniak
Morel Ink

HELPING HAND
up to $99
Anonymous
Eleanor Albert
Justin Apmadoc
Dave Benz

Sheila Campbell
Celia Carlson
Christine Catlin
Bradley Coffey
Barb & Jeff Couture
Diane Davis
Michael L. Glover
Charles Jaff
Rob Kimmelman
Kroger
Linda Le Blond
Lauren Lee
Douglas Meddaugh
Adam Murphy
Joseph Norvell, II
Winter Pemberton
Charles Williams
Karen & Nick Wutzke
Cathy Zegar

Flowers generously donated by

photos / 
Blaine Truitt Covert 

dancers / 
Ingrid Ferdinand + Anthony Milian (front cover)

Ingrid Ferdinand + Anthony Milian (inside front cover)
Alejandra Preciado + Armando Brydson (page 4)

Beatriz García Díaz + Armando Brydson (back cover)



CREATIVE MOVEMENT AGES 4 TO 6
PRIMARY BALLET AGES 7 TO 10

BEGINNER BALLET AGES 8 TO 12

DANCE CLASSES
JUL 13 TO AUG 10

TRAIN WITH THE 
BEST THIS SUMMER

INFO + TO REGISTER: nwdanceproject.org | 503.421.7434

AGES 8 TO 18

INTENSIVES
SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE 

JUN 23 TO 27

PRO TRACK BALLET INTENSIVE
AUG 4 TO 8

summer dance camps

unicorn  camp jungle   camp
JUN 16 TO 20 / 2025 

AGES 4 TO 6
AUG 4 TO 8 / 2025 

AGES 4 TO 6

https://nwdanceproject.org/education/youth-summer-dance


nwdanceproject.org
503.828.8285

TICKETS

“Electrifying Dance”
 – Oregon ArtsWatch   

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=nwdp

